
 
 

 

 

Dear Partners in Mission, 
 

This July, 85 teenagers, young adults, and adults from 18 of our synod’s congregations will travel to the 

Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota to work with the Lakota people. Rosebud is located in the third 

poorest county in the nation, and the work we do there makes an incredible impact on the people we 

serve. Through this trip, which has run every three years since 2004, SEPA youth, young adults and 

adults learn to see beyond themselves and deepen their relationships with God. 
  

In celebration of this ministry, we have designated April 24, 2016, as South Dakota Sunday in our 

synod. We are asking YOU to partner with us in this project. As your congregation enters into the 

joyous season of Easter, please consider helping in the following ways: 
 

 Pray for us. The large group traveling to South Dakota this summer is a diverse crew…first-

timers and veterans, young and old, black and white, experienced and inexperienced. Pray that 

Christ will transform us and prepare us for the work ahead, that we may bring the hope-filled 

presence of the resurrection with us as we travel to this place of great beauty and great need. 
 

 Partner with us. Included with this letter is a bulletin insert and flyer. We are asking all SEPA 

congregations to take a special monetary offering on South Dakota Sunday for our projects on 

the reservation. Please post the enclosed flyer in your church and include the insert in the bulletin 

during the weeks before South Dakota Sunday. Then, on April 24th, your congregants can bring 

in donations, becoming partners in this servant venture.  All donations can be sent directly to the 

synod office, made out to SEPA Synod with “South Dakota Sunday” in the memo line. 
 

 Celebrate with us! Another important way your congregation can support this incredible 

ministry is by participating in this year’s Lutheran Night at the Phillies, which supports 

scholarships that allow youth in financial need to participate in life-changing, transformative 

ministries such as this! You will find a flyer for this year’s Lutheran Night, scheduled for June 3, 

enclosed, and can also find more information at www.phillies.com/lutheran. Please join us! 
 

Thank you for your partnership. As a synod, we are better together – and any support your congregation 

can give helps to ensure that we can offer the same powerful opportunities for service and spiritual 

formation to all youth in our synod, regardless of financial situation. If your congregation would be 

interested in having someone visit to present a South Dakota Mission Moment this April, please reach 

out to me at your earliest convenience. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at bburke@sepa.org or 267-323-3762. 
 

Blessings during this Season of Light and Hope, 
 

 
Rev. Bradley R. Burke 

Assistant to the Bishop for Youth, Young Adult Ministry, and Spiritual Formation 
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